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Thanks to the Westford School Department for hostig this event!

MinuteCub Organization and Staff: Tom Weaver, N&éibmas, Bill Mantville,
Deana Peterson, Cindy and Mark Edwards. Kathy JeBmn Petrie and many
others. Thanks to the Greater Lowell District EByyout Volunteers, Dan Bush and
other leaders. Thanks to Dwight Dixon for Re-emait coordination

Thanks to our Re-enactor Groups
Westford Minutemen
Acton Minutemen
Billerica Minutemen
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Members of the Mohawk Nation
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Massachusetts"@Regiment Militia
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King's Own 4" Foot Light Company - British
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King’'s Rangers — British
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Rusty Moore —Cobbler
Sandy Shepherd — Gunsmith
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Larry Leonard — Tin Monger
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Lynne White — Lace Maker
Buster White — Red Pottery
Dean Rantz — Blacksmith
Dick Elliott — Ben Franklin
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YORKTOWN

Lord Cornwallis of the British was
tired of fighting in the Southern
Colonies. The Americans were
learning. He chose to rest at
Yorktown and wait for the British
fleet.

But Washington and his French allies had
other plans. With the helpful planning of
Marquis Marie Jean Paul Joseph Roche Yves
Gilbert du Motier de Lafayette, the combined
American and French Army laid siege against
Cornwallis at Yorktown.

The key to victory was the
French Navy under Admiral de
Grasse. The British could not
relieve Cornwallis. On October
19" 1781, Cornwallis
surrendered.

Little Known Fact:
Washington had 11,000 men
while the French added at
least 29,000 soldiers and
sailors. The British were
trapped with only 8,700
troops.

Little Known Fact: After
Yorktown, George Il wanted

to keep fighting. Parliament said no, so the Kirigte a letter of abdication, but withdrew it.

He assumed Washington would make himself a dictatdnen he learned that Washington
was resigning, he said “If he does that, sir, Hebheithe greatest man in the world.”

Page 22

ANSWERING THE CALL

Lt. Colonel John Robinson was born in Topsfield schusetts in 1735.
He moved to Westford around 1762. He married Hulgerley in 1764.
He served as a Town Selectman from 1771 thru 1773.

He likely served in the French and Indian War ferheld the rank of
Lieutenant until 1774. Westford citizens signib@ “Solemn League and
Covenant” in July, 1774 in response to the Intddbracts — a number of
laws that effectively sealed off Boston from thstref the Colonies. By
March 1775, he was made a Lt. Colonel serving uiaér William Prescott
of Pepperell.

When he went to Concord on Apriltﬁ,91775, he was the father of five
children. He helped surround Boston, keeping thigsB at bay. But camp
diseases were terrible as the Colonial Army attechpd learn the rules of
siege, cleanliness and proper nourishment.

Unfortunately, the
soldiers carried the
diseases home
when they visited
their family. By the
end of August,

1775, John
RObmson_had lost John Robinsons Home
three of his Reproduced with permission of Marilvn C

daughters, ages 3, 5,
and 8. Other families of the Westford militia sréd as well. 23 children
died in the summer of 1775, as men from Westfoshaned the call.

In addition to Concord and Battle Road, John Ralmrnserved at the Battle
of Bunker Hill. He must have
heard Col. William Prescott say
“Don't fire til you see the
whites of their eyes.” The
British carried the field, but at a
horrible price.
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WESTFORD CONTRIBUTIONS

How many Westford Minutemen and Militia answered th

call on the morning of April 19 17757 Hint:
Check out the Westford Minuteman Emblem

There were 58 Minutemen with an average age 08@7,

members of the®1Light Foot with an average age of 26,

and 36 members of th&°2 ight Foot with an average age
of 31. John Robinson was 40.

Approximately 308 Westford men served in the Milior Continental Army
during the war. At least 23 died as a result batile or disease.

Westford was a farming community, split out froml  \wESTEORL
the West Precinct of Chelmsford in the late 1600's. SOLDIERS
Westford was chartered in 1729. Westford had saw SERVED AT
mills, grist mills, fulling mills and an iron forge
Other vocations included blacksmiths, tanners and Siege of Boston
clothiers. Bunker Hill
Although nearly all of | \/531cour Island
the Westford militia

_ ' White Plains
arrived in Concord Trenton
after the incident at Bennington
the bridge, 131 plus Saratoga
the Chaplain Germantown
participated in the Valley Forge
days’ fighting. Monmouth

Captain Oliver Bates, Captain of the Foot, was Rhode Island

wounded that day, finally dying on Jul{,41775. Cherry Valley

Stoney Point

At least 58 Westford men served at Bunker Hill.
Jonathan Hadley, Joseph Minot (Son of Jonathan tWi@eptain of the”?
Foot Company of the Westford militia) and Caesasdda(a slave or former
slave) gave the ultimate sacrifice for the Country.

Little Known fact: Washington was hesitant about enlisting bladkst when he heard
they had fought well at Bunker Hill, he changedrhiad. The all-black First Rhode Island
Regiment — composed of 33 freedmen and 92 slaveswehe promised freedom if they
served until the end of the war — distinguisheelfite the Battle of Newport. Later, they
were all but wiped out in a British attack.
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

In what city was the Declaration of
Independence written?

On what date was the Declaration of
Independence approved?

A Committee was

elected to write and

issue a draft of the

Declaration of

Independence.

Name the five members of the Committee.

Circle those who became
Presidents. Put a star next to the name that is
credited with writing the Declaration.

Fill in the Blanks

We hold these self-evident,
that all are created , that
they are endowed by their with
certain rights, that
among these are : ;
and the

The Liberty Bell was purctsed some 20 years before 1776. The inscrij
on the bell reads “PROCLAIM LIBERTY THROUGHOUT ALTHE
LAND UNTO ALL THE INHABITANTS THEREOF.” Amazing......

Little Known Fact: Robert Morris signed the Declaration of Indepemde He personally
purchased provisions for Washington’s Army, losatmost all his wealth. Edward
Rutledge, Arthur Middleton and Thomas Heywardwé#re captured with the fall of
Charleston. They served as prisoners of war thrigiend. Thomas Nelson’s home in
Yorktown was used as the headquarters of Cornwalli®mas watched from the American
lines as his home was destroyed by cannon fireputlall his money into provisions for the
Continental line, dying impoverished shortly afiee war ended.
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WEAPONS

The Brown Bess: Legend says that Brown is fronctiler of the wood and
the color of the barrel after it is chemically teh Legend says that Bess is

the nickname of the English Queen

How many shots does a flintlock pistol

have?
w» | hat must be why very few carried a

pistol.

A tomahawk was used almost everyday!
Why?

Who carried swords in the Continental Army?

How was the cannon moved?
List the tools needed to fire a cannon.
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PRE-WAR ISSUES

Stamp Act 1765:The first in a series of taxes levied in an attetopiay
the cost of the French and Indian War. Over 5@iSpdees were listed on
such items as Graduation Papers, all Court Re@dd$roceedings, Bill of
Ladings, Newspaper and Pamphlets.

Were playing cards and dice taxed under the Stactp A

How many colonies attended the Stamp Act Congress?

Hint: How many stripes in the Sons of Libertygfta

Fill in the Blanks:

Samuel Adams and other Sons of
Liberty started saying “NO
TAXATION

Patrick Henry said “Give me

The Sons of Liberty disguised
themselves as

to throw 45 tons of tea into the
Boston Harbor. The tea was valued
at over $3,000,000 in modern
currency.

King George then signed the
Intolerable Acts.

Little Know Fact: Captain Thomas Preston led some British
Soldiers to the aid of another British soldier whas being hit
with a board. After their arrival, the people dooed to pelt the
soldiers. Shots were fired and the Boston Mass&aseover.
John Adams defended the soldiers who were chargadmwrder.
All but two were acquitted.
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THE THIRTEEN COLONIES

Fill in the names of the Original Thirteen Colonies

Little Known Fact: Farmers, lawyers and business owners in the @darere thriving,
with some plantation owners and many merchantsmgakie equivalent of $500,000 per
year. Times were good for nearly everyone. ThtsBrwanted a slice of the cash flow,
even though they were making a good profit on tol@al exports, so they tried to tax the
Colonies. The Colonists resisted -- convinced tigit prosperity and their liberty were at
stake.
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IROQUOIS CONFEDERACY

The Iroquois Confederacy established a Constitligfore 1650, bringing
5 distinct Indian nations together, to provide nalitupport and trade.
Later, the Tuscarora Nation was added. This Clomistin was studied by
James Madison as he prepared a draft of the UStiCiios.

Circle the Nations that
were the Allies of the
American Colonies:

Seneca
Cayuga
Onondaga
Oneida
Mohawk
Tuscarora

Joseph Brandt was born in Ohio and given the
name Thayendanegea. He was a member of the
WOLF Clan of the Mohawk nation. He became a
friend of the British during the French and Indian
War. He spoke at least three of the six languages
of the Iroquois Nation. He was the leader of the
Mohawk warriors during the American Revolution
and remained loyal to the British crown.

Little Known Fact: By 1779, there were more Americans fighting wtita British than with
the Continental Army. There were no less thane®fiments of loyalists in the British army,
totaling almost 8,000 men. Washington at that timky had an army of 3,500 on the field.
About a third of Americans were opposed to the Reimn.

Page 19



SURGERY AND DISEASE

Surgical instruments have changed in 200 yearew Noctors understand
germs. During the Revolutionary War there was mesthesia, only a
wooden stick... Name the Surgical Instruments

It was believed that blood carried sickness
Bloodletting was the primary means cure
illness. Simply put, the patients arm was cut
and a pint of blood was drained.

If a soldier was bleeding badly, the bleed
had to be stopped. This device was put on
tight and tightened until the bleeding stopped.

This instrument has a tinip that can b
pushed into a vein so that it can be stretched
and tied in a knot, stopping the flow of bl

There was no -Ray, so if a soldier was stru
by a bullet, this device was used to find the
bullet.

If a bone was shattered, sometimes the
had to be removed. This device was used.

CAMP DISEASES

Flux: Dysentery caused by unclean living conditionghsas an
encampment. The common treatment was bloodlebtimyrging.

Gripes: Probably food poisoning due to bad water and lpawoked
meals. The common treatment was bloodletting, Bmgear purging. It was
believed that lavender water helped....

Itch: Skin infection due to unclean clothes and nohipgt The common
treatment was bleeding or sweating.

Small Pox: High fever, body aches, pustules form on skimmadly fatal
and spread by close quarters, such as encampifieups started self-
inoculation to limit the spread of the disease.

Little Known Fact: More soldiers died from disease than battle weund
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THE FOUNDING FATHERS

Wrote the
Declaration of

Independence,3
President of US.

Ambassador t
France helped
raise funds for
guns, scientist,
author, inventor.

Given command ¢
the Continental
Army, served 2
terms as the first
President of the US.

Lawyer who
drafted Mass.
Constitution,
diplomat, 2°
President of US.

Only Founder t
sign Declaration of
Independence,
Articles of
Confederation and
the Constiution

Physician whc
helped start the
Sons of Liberty.
Killed at Bunker
Hill.

Wanted the King ti
see his sighature
without wearing
glasses, President

Continental
Congress.

Continental Congres

diplomat for Treaty
with England, 1

Supreme Court Justice

Aide to

Washington, wrote
Federalist papers,
Treasury Secretary
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Father of the
Constitution,
wrote the Bill
of Rights, 4
President




SHOT HEARD ROUND THE WORLD

“One if by land, two if by Sea”

Who delivered the message that the Regulars

were out and later made the bottom of the
USS Constitution?

Name another rider

On the morning of April 19,

1775, Captain John Parker

and the Lexington Militia

faced Major Pitcairn and the

British on Lexington Green

near the Buckman Tavern.

Pitcairn ordered the Colonials

to disburse. Suddenly a shot

was heard, no one knows who

fired. 8 Colonials were killed.
The British came to Concord to seize
gunpowder and cannon. At the North

Bridge, the advance came to a halt as Maj.

John Buttrick yelled “Fire, for God'’s sake,
fellow soldiers, fire!!” Isaac Davis of Acton
was killed. The British retreated through
Concord and soon the race was on to
Boston

Minutemen came from all over
Massachusetts. The alarm had been
raised and hundreds answer the call.
The Patriots harassed the retreating
British using walls, trees and
buildings as cover. By the end of
the day, over 73 British had died,
along with 49 Patriots.

Little Known Fact: The Town of Lexington did not have a Minutemampany. The town
never voted to establish one.
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UNIFORMS AND FLAGS

Name two nicknames for
the British?

Most Continental line
uniforms had a blue coat.
In 1779, Washington
proposed that the face be
color coded to identify the
State.

NH,MA, RL CT NY &NJ PA,DE.MD, VA NC,S8C, GA

Draw your favorite flag and tell why.

Little Known Fact: George Washington was the best spymaster in Aareflistory. The

man who could not tell a lie constantly confuseal Bhitish with false information using double
agents. Nathan Hale was “Answering the Call” apya when he was caught and sentenced to
death by the British. His final words were “I regthat | have but one life to give for my
country.”
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MAKING AN ARMY AT VALLEY FORGE

While the Americans lost two
battles going into the 1777 Valley
Forge winter quarters, they knew
that they could fight. What they
needed was training. Ben Franklin
sent a letter of recommendation
for Baron Friedrich von Steuben,
of Prussia. This probably changed
the course of the war.

Baron von

Steuben formed a

model company of
100 select men

and undertook its
drill in person. In
turn, these

trained men took
the knowledge to all the men in the camp.

Another major improvement was
that George Washington
assigned General Nathaniel
Greene as the army
guartermaster. Greene took the
job and began changes that got
supplies to the Army in a timely
fashion. He made many enemies
in Congress as he got rid of
corruption, ensuring the Army
got what it needed.

Little Known Fact: Nathaniel Greene
was raised in a Quaker family from Rhode Islan@ wés not schooled in warfare and had
no previous experience. Instead he read as makstas possible, ultimately becoming one
of the best field Generals in the Continental Army.
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TYPICAL FOOD AND RATIONS

Everybody pitched in for meals. It was a lot ofrkvito feed an army.

1 Ib bread or flour

% |b beef or pork

1 pt milk if available

1 gt spruce or malt beer

SOLDIERS DAILY RATION

1 oz good butter

% pt vinegar

% pt rice or Indian corn
1 gill peas or beans

Vinegar was used as a disinfectant
and considered an essential element
in maintaining a healthy camp.
Vinegar kept water clear, was used
to preserve meat, was a great flavor
for food and it cured athletes foot!!

Correct the recipe below...

SWITCHEL
8 cups water 1 cup brown
sugar
¥, cup cider vinegar 1 pealed app
1 teaspoon nutmeg Y% cup

molasses

4 teaspoon ginger ¥ teaspoon

Little Known Fact: During the period of the Battle of Germantownpfge Washington
befriended a resident of Germantown. It appeatsCGhristopher Ludwig was a master baker
and the first in the Colonies to make gingerbre@kis became Washington’s’ favorite
dessert. When the army went to Valley Forge, Waghn asked Ludwig if he would

become the Baker-General of the Continental Arinydwig made certain that every officer
and man at Valley Forge had a loaf of bread eagtddang the encampment.
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MAJOR BATTLE CROSSWORD MILITARY LEADERS
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SIZE OF THE ARMIES

Many think of Armies as large groups numberinghia tens of thousands.
During the American Revolution, armies of that siwre few and far

between.
American British Date

Lexington Capt. Parker Lt. Col. Smith

3763 1800 4/19/1775
Bunker Hill Gen Putham MGen Howe

1500 3000 6/17/1775
Long Island Gen Washington MGen Howe

19000 22000 8/27/1776
Harlem
Heights Gen Washington Mgen Howe

2000 5000 9/16/1776
Trenton Gen Washington Col. Rall

2400 1400 12/25/1776
Bennington BGen Stark Mgen Burgoyne

2000 1250 8/16/1777
Brandywine Gen Washington MGen Howe

10600 13000 9/11/1777
Saratoga MGen Gates MGen Burgoyne

15000 7800 10/7/1777
Monmouth Gen Washington Gen Clinton

10000 11000 6/28/1778
Camden MGen Gates Lord Cornwallis

3700 2235 8/16/1780
Cowpens BGen Morgan Lt. Col. Tarelton

1040 1100 1/17/1781
Guilford Mgen Greene Lord Cornwallis

4400 1900 3/15/1781
Yorktown Gen Washington Lord Cornwallis

16000 8000 10/19/1781

Hundreds of additional
battles were fought, often
between groups of 20-50.
Tories, American’s loyal to
the Crown, fought Patriots.
Some of the worst fighting
between Americans was in
South Carolina.

Little Known Fact: The majority
of Washington’s Generals were not

trained in the art of war. They learned on the,gbpey read books and they listened to the
foreign fighters that made their way to Americanséarch of FREEDOM.
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ONLY IN THE COLONIES

Paul Revere’s main task on the “Midnight
Ride” was to warn Sam Adams and John
Hancock that the Regulars were out.
Revere took them to Woburn for safety.
But — John Hancock forgot his river
Salmon and demanded someone go to
Lexington and retrieve the fish. Paul
Revere returned to Lexington to find that
someone else saved the fish for John
Hancock. It turned out that Hancock also forgstthink filled with secret
writings of the Patriots. So Revere, with youngvedl, ended up removing
John Hancock’s trunk from the Buckman Tavern asBitigsh arrived on the
Lexington Common and the shot rang out. Imaginetwloaild have happened
had the British seized that trunk. Yankee inggndithinking on your feet...

EVACUATION DAY

On the morning of March3 1776, General William Howe looked up to the

fortifications on Dorchester Heights and said “Téleels have done more in
one night than my whole army could do
in months.”

Howe and the British sailed to Halifax on
March 17", 1776 —Evacuation Day. But
what brought this about?

Henry Knox was the owner of a
bookstore in Boston. When the British
took control of the city, he left and
accepted a commission in the Continental
Army as a Colonel. He proposed a plan
to help Washington defeat the British in
Boston. Henry Knox traveled over 200
miles to Fort Ticonderoga. He built 42
sledges, hitched up 160 oxen and was
ready to bring over 50 cannons and mortars to Bo&at he needed snow so
that the sledges could be pulled over non-existads. Waking up on
Christmas morning 1775, the ground was covered avilkep snow. Henry
Knox and his “Noble Train of Artillery” reached Ddrester Heights 30 days
later. Amazing...
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WASHINGTON'’S NAVY

the schooners identify themselves with “An AppeaHeaven”.

The rattlesnake was native to the colonies,

which is why the Gadsden Flag was used on the

commissioned Schooner “The Alfred”,

commanded by Commodore Esek Hopkins of

Rhode Island. The™Lieutenant was John

Jones, regarded as the father of the American

Navy.

When George Washington took command of the Patriot
forces surrounding Boston in 1775, he noted that th
British had everything they needed due to theiryNav
Washington knew that he had to harass the British
merchants, to carry the fight to the oceans. Ssocee in
Congress wanted to reconcile with King George,
Washington began to arm merchant ships with his own
money. In his first action, Washington equipped tw
schooners, the Lynch and the Franklin. He reqdebs

first

Paul

John Paul Jones became the best fighter on the hig

seas and used a flag that had 13 stripes, theJfish
Jack. Benjamin Franklin convinced the French to
outfit a ship for John. John Paul Jones named it

“Bonhomme Richard” —meaning Poor Richard, after

the almanacs

written by Ben
Franklin. In a
battle against the

British frigate

Serapis, when

asked to
surrender, John Paul Jones said

“

Begun td'fight

Little Known Fact: Ezra Bushnell
invented the first submarine in an effort
to break the British blockade of New
York. A one man vessel, it failed in its
first attempt, but served to worry the
British Admiralty. Yankee

ingenuity
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SARATOGA —

TURNING POINT

In an effort to end the war, General

Gentleman John Burgoyne proposed a 3-
prong attack which would split the
colonies. St. Leger was defeated at Fort
Stanwix, Clinton never left New York,
and so Burgoyne was on his own.

Horatio Gates, English soldier turned
American General, is credited with
defeating Burgoyne at Saratoga. In
truth, two other Americans were
responsible: Dan Morgan and his
riflemen and General Benedict Arnold

with his brash courage.

Benedict Arnold is not shown in
this painting of the surrender. He
was badly wounded. As it turned
out, Gates took all the credit, which
ultimately caused Arnold to betray
his country. The victory resulted in
France officially coming to the aid

of the colonies. Gates was rewarded with commaértigeoSouthern Army, which
under his command was crushed at Camden. Berfgdicld was one of

Washington’s greatest Generals an

d friend. SAD.

MUSICAL COMMANDS

Before the age of radios, music was the only
method to relay information. One fifer and one
drummer, age 10 thru 17, were assigned to
each Company of 30-40 soldiers.

Circle the tasks that were directed to the
soldiers by music.

Marching, Field Maneuvers, Time to Get Up,

Time to Start Work, Fix Bayonets, How Fast to Mandthen to Go to Church, When

the Workday was Done, Assembly,
to Go to Sleep.

Attack, Retreath&aFood, Offer Salutes, When
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